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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-5981

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (June 29, 1987)
CHARLESTON, ILL.--On July 1, 1985 radio station WEIU-FM at Eastern
Illinois University began operation.

A year later, television station

WEIU began sending signals out to a 10-county area.
Speaking on the anniversary of the operations, John Beabout,
Director of the Radio-Television Center, said:
"We are very pleased with the quality of our broadcasts.

The

response from the university and the community has been overwhelming.
There are many areas in which we will show improvement, hut both stations
have far exceeded our expectations when we first went on the air.
"One area we are quite proud of is student involvement.

We offer

courses in broadcast media for radio and television, and during each
semester approximately 300 students will take advantage of this
opportunity."
Joe Heumann, the station manager of WEIU, who is also an associate
professor in speech, echoed Beabout's comments about the quality of
programming.
"We have expanded our broadcasting to seven days per week.
Originally, we were on the air Monday through Saturdav, but now we also
broadcast from noon to midnight on Sunday."
Huemann continued, "in addition to a varied style of music, we have
added more news programming which has been met with a favorable response."
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The EIU instructor pointed out that the WEIU-FM signal has a
possible listenership of 120,000 in its 10-county area.
A 4,000 watt station, WEIU-FM is presently extending its record
library which will eventually result in additional music programs being
presented to the audience.
Ken Beno, station manager of WEIU television, stated that the
Eastern TV station began broadcasting on the Mattoon cable television
system on a permanent basis Tuesday, June 23.
"People as far away as 45 miles can pick up our signal," Beno
pointed out.

"The television station is also ahead of its goals in that

we have added Sunday broadcasting.

This has increased our viewership."

"We have to continue to make people aware that we are out there.
Some people have the misconception that because we are located on a
university campus, our signals can only be picked up in the immediate
area, Beabout said.
"This is not the case.

We offer quality programming and we invite

listeners and viewers to offer us an opportunity to entertain them."
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